
 

 

 

 

These notes are intended for use of the Chatfield Tree Planter with precision seeding attachment developed in 2010 and modified in 
2011 by Dr Geoff Woodall to plant seed and seedlings effectively in one pass. If there is any chance of encountering rocks, please drive 
very carefully as the precision seeding attachment will be easily broken if using a large tractor. These notes can also help guide set up 

and use of this machine without the precision seeding attachment by disregarding point 7. 

1. The Tree Planter weighs just under 2 tonne. The legal speed limit for towing a farm implement 
in restricted speed limit areas is 20kph under the limit – e.g. 60kph speed limit zone: the towing 
speed would be 40kph. 
 

2. Mix seedlings as much as possible so that shrubs and trees are well mixed up. Seedlings less 
than 10 cm height will probably have to be planted by hand. Please make sure the seedling root 
ball is soaking wet before loading onto tree planter. 
 

3. Approximate seedling spacings are calculated by dividing the intended row spacing by 100, 
multiplying the result by 100, and dividing the result by the number of seedlings available to 
plant per/ha. A rope tied to the back of the tree planter to this length with attachment such as 
empty drink bottle can be used to indicate when to put in next seedling. Row spacings should be 
4m between centers to minimize risk of wind erosion on light sandy soils. This means leaving 
approximately 2 m unscalped between rows. Push row centres closer together on heavier soils, 
to around 3 m spacings. This can be achieved by running the tractor tyre near the edge of the 
spoil of previously planted row. 

 
4. 100hp is recommended to pull the machine, and dual wheels are an advantage for traction. 

 
5. Fine seed and coarse seed need to be bulked out into two separate batches, mixed with 

fertilizer (NPK with trace minerals) and bulking agent, to be delivered at 4 L/box/ha. For this to 
be achieved, set the cogs at the painted mark, (about 6 mm of the cog is exposed inside the 
box). If row spacing is reduced, need to decrease the amount of cog showing accordingly. 
Suggest put 1L in the box and measure how far it goes before needs refilling and tweak the cogs 
if needed. The coarse seed needs to be put in the box numbered 1 and the fine seed in the box 
numbered 2 to ensure the correct seeding depth. This is critical. 

 
6. It is important to keep the mixture dry so that it will flow freely through the machine. If leaving 

seed in the machine overnight, be sure to tie plastic bags securely over the ends of the seed 
outlet pipes, so that no moisture can get in. Ideally, try not to leave any seed in the machine 
overnight. 
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7. Do not scalp at all on bare sand. On weedy, water-repellent sites, scalp 90 cm wide, 15 cm deep 

in middle no depth at edges, and the winder wound out to 23 cm from the machine. To achieve 
this, set the blade on the second hole from the top at the front of the machine and on the 
middle hole at the sides. Scalping over previous scalping to remove weed seeds – 60cm wide 
scalp and 2.5 cm at middle front to nothing at sides.  
 

8. The deep ripping and mounding attachment will not be needed on deep sands. Precision 
seeding attachment has ripping tynes attached. For heavier soils, the deep ripper will be needed 
as well as the precision-seeding attachment. Discs are only needed on water-logging prone soils. 

 
9. When taking off, gradually put the seeding arm down so it is seeding on scalped soil or will take 

a plug of dirt and block seed flow. Alternatively, scalp a little bit, reverse and put the seeder 
down on clean soil. Check regularly to make sure the seeding attachment is not blocked at the 
base. Planted seedlings will need to be checked to ensure root ball is well covered and pressed 
in to minimize air spaces. 
 

10. Bare earth red-legged earth mite treatment or post-planting spray with insecticide such as 
bifenthrin will be necessary for successful direct seeding outcomes and may require a second 
application later in the first growing season. If left untreated, RLEM will destroy many 
germinants, often before they have emerged out of the ground.  

 
Happy planting! 
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TREE PLANTER HIRE AGREEMENT 
Please complete and return this form to North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources  

nspnr@nspnr.com.au or post PO Box 41 Borden an invoice will then be issued 

 

 

Date Collected:  

Date Returned:  

Total days of use:  

Hire charge per day (incl. GST): 

Surcharge:  

 

Total cost (incl. GST): 

$55.00 (Members) 

$55.00 (Non-members) 

 

$                   

 

 

I, ____________________________________ (full name) have completed this form accurately, 

acknowledging that I have agreed to use the Tree Planter at my own risk and understand that the 

North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources holds no responsibility for any injuries that may occur whilst 

using this machine. 

To minimise the risk and spread of disease I will return the Tree Planter to North Stirling Pallinup 

Natural Resources clean and free of all dirt and debris.  

 

Signed:___________________________________     Date:____________________ 

 


